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PROTEACH is a newly redesigned five-year preservice

teacher preparation program at the University of Florida. During
progress through the program, the hachelor!s degree is obtained, and
the program culminates on completion of the master's degree. Program
features include emphasis on research and study in fields
supplementary to education-related study. Reasons for changing to a
five-year program include changes in the teaching profession and in
teacher preparation, new demands placed on teachers, the need to
prepare for increasingly complex teaching fields, changes in public
perception of teachers' degrees, the need to work on and master
effective classroom practices, and the need for more comprehensive
and demanding requirements. This document discusses these trends and
describes the PROTEACH programs for elementary school, secondary
school, and special education teachers. (CB) |
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[. Definition - Froteach is a short farm name for a newly

redesigned five-year preseérvice teacher preparation program at.

the UhivwWSity.mf Florida. During prmgragﬁ'through.the P ogram

ED250317

the B. &, Degree is chpleted. The program culminates on

completion of the masters” degree.

[I. Why develop a five-year teacher preparation progean’y
C A Consider the evaolution . of a profession... Salary, oo o

sacial esteem and professional preparation are

Onemay consider professions

inexdtricably intertwined.

) such as pharmacy, civil engineering and law. The
patterns of development in thdse fields may hold’

tmplications for education. It -is worth noting that in

each case -increases in salary- and social 2steem have

! _ ’ . ) '
- - tollowed, and- nnot preceded, increases in preparation. -In - -

the case of education, the duration of training has not

increased and hoth salary and social esteen have declinsd

Cas souiety and the expectetions for schooling have

Lo eased,

te Tha general perception of the public with redgpect to

the design and content of teacher preparation programs is

badly distorted. Even zo, thare was, and continues to g
. ' |

beao widespread disenchantment with teachers and the

l
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manner in which they are prepared.

'C."It'was’recogni:wdZthatifundamentml Change in teacher°
gducation had not taken place in fifty years and that
while it js rnot f1awed inldEEigH it is currently
insufficiant;in_scope. The current egpectat;ons of
_sq;iety are such that teachefﬁ viewed as competent must
have more comprehensive mastery of their Sij@ct field
and possess greater masterylbf the abilit; to practice
théir craft. |

D. We held.the belief that the demands placed on

teachera, Since 198%, those individuals entering the™ "
teaching ¥ield who practice a full career will spend the
majority of their professional life teaching in the Zist

cantury.  We are today. as we enter the information age,

mare . a part of the future than is generally recognized..

CE. We recognized that teaching is nore difficult and

complex than it was fifty years ago. It is essential

o bthat teachers have at leasst minimal skills t‘l’ake

greater understanding of increasingly complex teaching

fields and more sophisticated understanding of research
related bto- the classroom which directly links teacher

behavior with student performance.

L F. We further recognized that a teacher with a

¢
'

3 ~~ o

S feachers inTthé Tlst centwy will Fequire better préepared T T

advantage of computer applications in the classroom, - .
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beginning teachers. This increasingly substantive and

Fage 4

Bachelors?® démr&m today does not Freprasent an @ducatwa
PEr Gory i ﬁeciéty as they did an the past. Todavy a
'cmlimqa'd&gree-i%ﬂréquifed as a:cmndit1mn'of émmidyment
+or pméitiqnﬁ which not many vears 'ago required no more
thar & high school diplume for entrv. The requirements
for entry into education are so-minimal that it holds Co
little diétinction, certainly not wheat it did in the

: @

past.” And what aﬁyune can do few will values

¢
G. We concluded tHat much of the recent research on
teaching and learning, especially the process—product

recearch, reflects information essential for effective

consistent body oflr95earch should cumpfiﬂe the central
element af,the.£aacher preparation praograms of thé

future. Mot only must prospective teachers demogstrate
that fhmy have acc@pﬁably mastery of this content but o

_ _ o . -3
bhiey mist have the benefit of increasingly sophisticated

ﬁiiniﬁaimbfaéffcé dgring thgif prehération. Théy must '
classroom practices.
. .

- H. ~Na~alﬁu~&unc1uded-thét-advanceﬁ in nearly -all fields
requared that teachers be more fully prepared in their
teaching fiwelds. The bwgeoning rate at which knowledge
i3 being generated is well known., It is e%sential Lthat
teachers possess knowledge in their teaching fields a . 7

level well beyond that of their most able students. The

1
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wore comprahensive and demanding reguirements for study
in the teaching +ield and in disciplines cutside the
colleges of education which undergird effective

: - educational practice.

Ja s

‘I1I. Proteach is a five-yegr preservice teacher preparation .

Ll
‘

program culminating in the acquisition of a masters’ degree.
o : - However, there are three distinct programs within Proteachs one
. . - 1
i for the preparaticn of elementary teachers, one for the f

. /")
preparation of @zocondary teachers and one for the preparation of

i
‘ speclial educatic v teachers. There are some aspects of Froteach
which are common to all programs.
A, The program for the preparation of alemnentary
teachers will have edxpanded requirements for study -
outside the College of Education. BStudents must take
: o Tl B : .
from 42 to to 54 houwrs outside. education beyond their 39
hour general education regquiremeént.
—————— a--“?:;‘—:, o — - - e = o e e e - _—— e e - . »-—’.,‘—.r-—-- . e e e e e e e -
; -G~ = S e e Sy R
@ . .. The program for the preparation of elemsntary teachers .
£ , ' - :
jgrA aled requires that the student must take two blocks of
£y Lo
%‘b:’ [ ) . " -
’ @Eﬂﬁﬁ ' study in teaching fields appropriate to the slementary
- -“==:%5““"“- sehool .. These areas include such areas as english, S
(=2 »osocial studies, mathematics, sci'ence zpecial education
' ancd reading. At least one of the two areas of T
concentration must be in, arts and sciences. .
. »
There is concern that elementary teachers do not have a
P _“ﬂﬁgiiigiﬂnxuntﬁﬁpaD££scienrtﬁicwknmwledqemandhthatwtheyﬂ§wwwmm;fwt;_
- e e e et et i BN - . o - } -
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are ot ﬁu{fici@ntly confortable, with that'diecipliﬁé-in
the.ulmsﬁwoam, Consequently, students pr&parinq Lo
bﬁﬁdme elémeht%r?rteﬁchers'muﬁt téké ét-least Lwo
léboratéry SCLENCE COWses, ane in.the ph?sical Feiences
and one in the biological sciences,

'étudentﬁ preparing to become elemmntary teachers must
take a coursa in statistics in the Statistics- Department.

Thm purpose aof that requirement is to inswe that

£
Ty

students taking testa and meaﬁurement have -the bhackground

in %tutlhtlﬁa necessary to master the content of thﬁ

q

COUrSa. . It'iﬁ also felt that the acquisition of this
information will malw lt DDbblblP fnr elwmentmry taachers
Lo have a beLlPr undurctand1ng of tests utilized 1n'

schools and be better able to interpret test results to '

parents and students.

B. The pruqrdm For 1he prapdratlun of Q@cundary'teacherﬁ

e

will reqguire that thw undergraduatm degree be earned in

“the College oF L,,i btﬁf,!:is‘a,l, Arts and Sciences in those fields
rapresentecd in that College. - The consequence of this
requirenent is that secondary teachers will have to be

admissible dn their teaching field in artes- dnd eneces -~ -

and meet all of the reguirements for qqaduation frnm that "
colleye. Fram the perspective of “the College of
Education Lt ig desirable that students choose their

mmjor and minor s carefully s0 that they will be qualified

[

to teach in more than ne flPld cons1eienh~w&thmthE“““”“‘”"'—

THature of teachtnq ass1qnments in_the. ﬁfcondary school.,

K}

N
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{E e possible for students to elect s meccimum of LD

ﬂhmqrs of study in mducatiwﬂ within’their'underqraduate
Prograng then they are fequir&d to complete 2 hows of
j%tudv in their t@aéhinq fiela within théir qraduate
progeam. In this mannes it.is possible to develop &
inve~yaar.integrated teacheripreparation proﬁram rather
.than what is canv&ntionaliy referred £0 as a

four-plus—-one year pragram.

In meeting the requirements for graduation in that

College students will have to have bLaken two vears of

I
1

holds the view that this requirement is desirable for
indivaduale sntering teaching.
e The program {for the preparation of special aeducation

teachers will also have expanded requiresments for study

in the liberal arte and sciences.

T will also make it posgible for graduates from the
proagram to meet the reguirements for certification in two

fields of special education.
ields Ot spec edqucati cn.

D. Proteach has some elements that are common among all
P CIF NS « :

There i¢ a common emphasis on research, especially that ,

body of knowledqge associated with the research on which

A3

7
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CFayes A

. Lhe Florida Ferformance Measuremaent Bystem is based, The
Pacul by spent & areat period of time, nearly s yeaar,
-revi@winq-thw.knowlwdqe hase appropriate to heginning
teachers, The enphasis has been placed an the

'

Process—product and teaehoe effectiveness research which

directly relates teachaer behaviors with student . /
peErtormance, ' : _ . !
In each of the programs there is grealer enphasis place@w

on study in the supporting areas in the various teaching

-

figldg in arts and'aciancés. It is 1HtLFP tlnq to note
that the Proportion of study within thq College of
M;Nm;wmmmwmwnsw-~Education”and“wul 1dn the College of Lducétionwﬁé;”¢
chénqédfiitile w1th the arqu1ct+1un m+ a)+1ffh vear df “
study. That 1%, about three~fuurth5 of the acdditional
yeaap oy sécmndary feach@rﬁ will be auqht nuts 1de thp
7 College of Educatior. In the case mof the prepdratlcn af
 e1eanIary teachers, about hal% of the addlt:onal year |
BT - will' bﬁ"muuht DUtSldP the Lullwqw of EduLatlon. iﬁf£ae
CCRGE ur‘,pac'al @duha!Jmnﬂlvllqhtly le 5 thdn half uf theA_m;L_
mdd]ulhnal ,eqr”mf study will be tauqht UHf”ldE the -
CBulleaqe of “ducation.

b

There is a pre-education component in each of the

'prmgfamﬁ in'Prmteach. The pre~pr§feasional component |
ﬁpmcgfiwe study in arte and, sciences which provides
tmportant background infmrmation for'study in education
including such areas 4% urban sociology, the family,

aoc1m1 p tholoqy and cultural anthrcpolmqy.dy_MM:w_M,;:;a&,;meqh,w

B e =P E Rt i \ .;‘.‘
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"incluﬁﬁd'in-a117proqrams;i‘with the rapidly e andingﬁ”'“

Tthe admission =T wirements were raised, T o

.'qr:' )

Sehool .

large declines have been evident.

G. An evaluation committee has been at work for over -a

[

A micro~comnpuler applications to education course is

Ciatep

role of the computer in education it is essential that
all teachers, regardless of level or teaching field, be

computer literate. It is obvious that the computer is a

teaching toal of increasing power and significance.

F; In the devélapment of the Froteach program it was

necessary and desirable to look at reguirements for

~

admission to the College of Education.

LS

Since Froteach is

emﬁentially & graauate program it is not surprising that

a

The SAT entrance requirement has been raised from 835 to

"

a50. The GPA requirement has been raised from 2.9 to
. 1)
2,40 Thisg increase was made in anticipation of the

requirements necessary for admission to the Graduate

Enrpllmwnts in the Colleqge of'EducaQion this Fall have

been encouwraging. Enrollment has increased slightly. ‘No

4

. In view of the higher

regquiremnents for admission and an additional, year of

preparation for entry into the profession it is not
<

unreasonable to expect lean years for' a time until five
° ’ .

year preparation programs become more widely adopted.

+
r
1
|
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year. . Aan 2ffort has been made to collech baseline data

gasy. We have had no external supsort, no édditional

bo maker 1L possible to better evaluate the success of
. Proteach. If ouwr graduates berfarm more effectively we
will be pleased. If they do not we have an obligation to

- report that finding also and to reconsider our effort.

\

"~ H.. Funding for thé_dgvelupment o€ Froteach shas not been

funding from the State for pfogram Bevelopment, and no

special allaocation from the University, but we have been

Cpermitted to wse ow discretionary monies for that

purpase. And we have done so.

IV, Th@"pfuc&%ﬁe% followed iﬁ the design
Froteach took piace over & period of more
# tribute to the faqulty that the College
;ﬁm BreEr gy and_fOCQB on & single_amtivity

without losing interest or being diverted

and implementation of
than four years.prlt is
was able to maintain

for suqh_a }ong_time

Jto other tasks. Simply =

let me roport that the effort required great commitment from many .

- people _and an incredible. amount of time. -

I would estimate, .- . - .

conservatively I think, that fully three-fourths of the faculty

were directly involved in the development and implementation of

Froteach at one time or another in the process.

The College of Education is deeply-indebted to many individuals

outside the College of Education who assisted in the development

and implementation of Fr@teach: faculty and deans from the

Coullege of Arts and Sciences, the College aof Fine Arts, the .

- in-College--of-Aari cul ture- and—the- College-of -Health, —Fhysical -« i o



Educaticn and Recreation;breprEﬁentativesffrqm the Flarida
Education nesociation, the Florida Teaching Frofession / MNEA, the
Fléfidd Asﬁociation'of Schuolrﬁdmiﬁistréﬁuré, the Florida State
Department of Education and classroom teachers and school
adminiﬁtrmtorﬁ fiam thrquhout the State.>

Voo It is essential. that the prbgrahé'for:the prepafation of
teachérs ent;ring the profession in this nation be increased in
quality aﬁd comprehensiveness., Recognition fhat'préservice '
teachet preparation"programs.suf¥icient to meet the riggrous
eanCtatidﬁs of the Zlst centur; cannnt be accompl ished during

Ve

four yeare is becoming increasingly accepted.

It will nout be so bad if we have tried and failed because we are

beltter for having make the effort; it would have been inexcusable

if we had not tried.
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